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APPLYING GOD’S WORD TO YOUR LIFE MAY 26, 2024

Don’t just hear the Word—live it! Read the focus passage, then dig into the guide
independently or with a small group.

SERIES: I'm Him MESSAGE TITLE: Connected

MESSAGE OVERVIEW: How we spend our time and who we spend time with bears fruit in our lives. These
choices impact our future. We can opt for fleeting, empty pursuits, or seek the One who gave us life and is
faithful to deliver. To walk the path God has prepared for us, to have the fullest lives, remaining connected to
Him is key.

FOCUS PASSAGE: John 15-:1-8

BREAKING IT DOWN:

1. A "full” life. What do you think of? Certain things, even relationships, can provide status or peace of mind.
And though these things are beneficial, they are not good sources of life. They aren’t designed to carry us.
What do you look to for your source of life? What are you striving for?

2. Jesus, preparing His disciples for His departure, explains how to attain fullness that transcends the
physical; hope and peace that surpass understanding. There are other options, but they can never provide
what we really need. Jesus is the true and faithful vine of life. He produces the best fruit in us, and will
never let us down.

3. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (Galatians 5:22-23). From our limited perspective, we believe these can be had through leveling up
a relationship, acquiring that “right” things, or making enough money. But do any of those truly lead to
fulfillment? Do they provide real peace or joy?

4. To bear more fruit, stay close to Jesus. He tells us to abide in Him ten times in this passage; which means
to remain, continue, or dwell. There, he can prune, lift, and clean us. The pruning process can be
uncomfortable at times, but what God is stripping away is for our good. Temporary discomfort that results
in growth and life is far better than comfort that benefits us nothing. Abide in Him.

WAYS TO LIVE THE MESSAGE THIS WEEK:

Practice simple rhythms, even when it's hard, and they will bear much fruit in your life. Stay close to Jesus!

* Communicate - stay connected in prayer and simple conversation with Jesus throughout your day
(Philippians 4:6-7)

* Saturate - get familiar with His Word; make reading your Bible part of your routine (Psalm 1:2)

* Congregate - show up to church and small groups, even when it's not easy (Matthew 18:20)
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